John’s “Spiritual” Gospel

Lesson One

Introduction - "Witnesses of the same car accident"

Three see the same accident, but can describe it with some differences

I.  For What Purpose Were the Synoptic Gospels Written?

    Matthean Community - Jesus was “The Great Teacher/Prophesied King(Fulfiller of Law)” 
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” Matthew 5:17

    Markan Community - Jesus was “The Suffering Servant”
“If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me...What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?”  Mark 8:34-36 
     Lukan Community(includes Acts) - Jesus was “The Savior All Nations”
“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”  Luke 19:10 (Good Samaritan, Prodigal Son, Lost Sheep, Lost Coin show Christ's love and leadership to Jew and Gentile) 

NOTE:  All three gospels focus on the humanity of Christ (Fully Human)

II. For What Purpose Was the Gospel of John Written?

Christology is the theological interpretation of the nature and function of Jesus, including doctrines about his divinity, his prehuman existence, his role in creating the universe, and so on.

Johannine Community (not a historical account) - Jesus was and is God!

[John 1:1-2]………………………The Deity of Christ

NOTE: Notice that there is no birth narrative. Instead, we get the only account (in scripture) of what was before creation – the Word.

Vs.1

Word – Greek is logos which carries a cosmological understanding. 



Davar in Hebrew which has a creative quality.     



Although most Christianity was practiced by gentiles when this gospel is 
written, John still strives to keep a Judaic understanding in what he 
writes, so he combines both understandings with Word.  And the 
Johannine community understood what he meant.  

[John 1:3-5]……………………….The Preincarnate Work of Christ

Vs.3

John shows the power of Christ.  Not only was he in the beginning, he 
created EVERYTHING! 
Vss.4-5
The light shines everywhere, but darkness does not acknowledge Christ. 
(More to come on this in the weeks ahead)
[John 1:6-8]……………………….The Forerunner of Christ

NOTE:  When this gospel was written, John the Baptist still had many followers in Ephesus.  
Vss.6-8
This is not metaphor.  John the Baptist is the subject, but it is important to 
John that no one overshadows Christ. We’ll see more about this soon 
and next week.

[John 1:9-11]……………………..The Rejection of Christ

Vss.9-11
This is the tragedy of the gospel: Those created by Christ didn’t recognize 
or receive him.  
[John 1:12-13]…………………….The Acceptance of Christ

Vss.12-13
“children of God” – this is the title given to those who accepted Christ, 
Jews and Gentiles.



But the title “Son of God” is reserved for Jesus only in this gospel.

[John 1:14-18]……………………..The Incarnation of Christ         

Vs.14

The Word becoming flesh is the proving Jesus’ incarnation. 


“We have seen his glory” – This is a confession of the church. 
Vs.15

John the Baptist’s statement shows that he knew the origin of the Christ, 
which was from the beginning.

Vs.17

John contrasts law and grace here, but he does not claim that Jesus came 
supersede the law of Moses.  Again, showing the connection 
between Christ and his Jewish heritage and practice.  

Vs.18

For John, there is no other way to know God than through Christ. Even for 
who say otherwise, who they know is the God who brought Christ 
into the world.  
NOTE: The addition of chapter 21 is probably the reason we have this gospel. 
