Zechariah — Oh the Visions! Oh the Messiah!

Lesson Five

Introduction: Now we move onto II Zechariah (chapters 9-11) and III Zechariah (chapters 12-
14). Itis believed that these chapters were added after the initial circulation of this book. In I
Zechariah 1-8, we see offices of king and priest merged together in Joshua and the coming
Messiah. In IT and Il Zechariah, a third office of “shepherd” is introduced. Whereas I Zechariah
seeming is immediately for the remnant, II and III Zechariah go well beyond and share this
message with the world: “the coming victory of the Lord will be achieved only through the
suffering of the faithful and the war of the Lord against evil” (Interpretation...pg. 146). These
last two chapters bring a certain “realism” that touches every generation.

R R Another Oracle & A King on a Donkey???
Vss.1-8 The key cities are mentioned as representatives of pagan and idolatrous
nations.

They are opposed to God and God’s people.
Judgment begins in the north with Hadrach, Aram (modern-day Syria) to
the south with Tyre and Sidon.
Judgment continues of the cities of Philistia — Ashdod, Ekron, Gaza, and
Ashkelon.
vss.6-7 “I” refers to God. These are the things God will do.
“Those who are left” will be adopted into God’s family.
vs.8 Again, God declares protection from God’s people by “keeping watch.”
Vss.9-10 As we approach Palm Sunday, we see that this is the messianic prophecy
Jesus was fulfilling.
The king of the prophecy is righteous and gentle, possessing salvation.
The donkey is the animal of choice to contrast against the horses kings of
other nations would ride.
For this king proclaims peace, so what he rides must not be
threatening.
His rule is everlasting

[9:11-17]. e The Divine Warrior King

Vs. 11 God is wanting Judah to return to God.
The waterless pit does not mean the ocean but every prison on earth.
God promises to restore them completely which includes release for
the world’s prisons.

Vss.12-13 Deliverance and restoration is for both kingdoms — Ephraim and Judah.

NOTE: The reference to Greece may not be about the coming of Christ. It is more likely that

this is a prophecy of the fall of Antiochus Epiphanes and the Maccabean revolt.

Vs.14 This verse works well to follow verse 8.

Vss.15-17 God will save God’s people and all their needs.

[10:1-12] e, Victory!

Vss.1-3 One of the reasons the people suffer is sinful and foul leadership.



Whereas Christ would be the Shepherd-King, God is exposing and
punishing evil “so-called” shepherds.
Vss.4-5 The cornerstone, tent peg, and battle bow are all symbols of strong, steady,
and stable leadership upon which the children of God can grow.
Victory belongs to God’s children because the leader of God’s children will
come from God. We know him to be Jesus the Christ.
Vss.6-7 God’s restoration erases any sign of past bondage or rejection.
Vss.8-12 This is a beautiful description of deliverance and rescue that includes
comeuppances for Israel’s enemies (a reunited Israel).



