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Endings and Beginnings. . .

As you think about your New Year’s Resolutions, | hope you will consider a short
term Bible Study as a part of your faith journey. Many of you are unable to partici-
pate in Sunday morning study for various reasons, and so | hope you will consider
joining me for a study of the gospel of Mark beginning on January 3, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

This study will use the book by N.T. Wright called Mark: 20 Studies for Individu-
als and Groups. This little book is mostly a reflection going through the entire gospel
of Mark, with many opportunities for meditation and thought. We will cover two
chapters each week, which corresponds to roughly 1.5 chapters of Mark each week.

Each week | will be focusing my teaching upon a particular passage from that
week’s readings (which you will know about in advance). This passage will be the
basis for the following Sunday sermon. The exciting thing about this is that our dis-
cussion on Tuesday will undoubtedly shape the sermon to be delivered on Sunday!

If there is enough interest, | will also hold the same study during the daytime
hours for those who wish to attend during the day, most likely on a Thursday early
afternoon.

Please let me know by December 15 if you are planning to attend so | may
order a book for you.

If you have never done a Bible study before, this is a great way to “get your feet
wet” and to experience the joy of learning more about God’s Word and the experi-
ence of sharing it with others. . .

| wish you a fruitful Advent, a Blessed Christmas and a Faithful New Year,

Gustor < Hpme

Advent and Christmas Worship Schedule:
Sunday, November 27—First Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 4, 5:00 p.m.—Hanging of the Greens
Sunday, December 11—Handel's Messiah presented in 11:00 a.m. Worship
Sunday, December 18—The Stone presented in Praise on High Worship
Saturday, December 24, 6:30 p.m.—Candlelight Service
Sunday, December 25—9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Worship Services & Communion
Sunday, January 1—9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Worship Services & Communion

Decorating Our Chrismon Tree

We will continue to decorate our Chrismon Tree throughout the entire advent
season. The tree will be set up and have some decorations placed on it December
4th during the Hanging of the Greens. We encourage you to find, buy, or make
chrismons and bring them to place on the tree each week during the offering time.
You can go to http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chrismon for more information about chris-
mons and the history of the tradition. We ask that you bring chrismons that are
white, gold, or purple as these are the colors of the seasons of Advent and Christ-
mas.

Hanging of the Greens—Sunday, December 4, 5:00 p.m.

Mark your calendars to attend this family fun event sponsored by our Eat, Love,
Pray group. The whole church is invited to participate beginning at 5:00 p.m. with a
short service and some carols. Immediately following the service we will decorate
the entire church. After all the decorations are placed, we will have a meal together.
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This is a great way to celebrate the season and have
some fun. Also, make a note that on Sunday, Janu-
ary 1, we will take down the greens immediately fol-
lowing the 11:00 a.m. service.

Messiah

The sermons throughout the season will each
focus on a portion of the texts from Handel's Messi-
ah. These texts were compiled by Charles Jennens
and given to G. F. Handel to write a musical work.
Handel completed the three-act oratorio in approxi-
mately 24 days, although he revised it for many
years before it became the version that we know and
love today. It was first performed in Dublin, Ireland
on April 13, 1742. The oratorio functions as a three-
part extended meditation on the Messiah, with each
of the three parts focusing on a different theological
idea about the Messiah. The Messiah has become
Handel’s most beloved work and is nothing less than
a masterpiece. On Sunday morning December 11
the Chancel Choir, Soloists and Orchestra will pre-
sent the Christmas Portion of the Messiah for the
11:00 a.m. service. You will not want to miss this
service.

The Stone

In 1271 Marco Polo stopped at a small church in
Jerusalem and discovered a lamp that had been
burning for 1200 years. The story of that lamp
changed his life forever. We hope that you will come
to worship and listen as the Praise on High Worship
team tells this story in music, word and action. It
might change your life too...

Christmas and New Years

What better way to honor Christ’s birth and the
Season of Christmas than to celebrate together with
our church family. So we will have both our 9:00
and 11:00 a.m. Worship services. Plan to come and
bring your family and guests to worship with you.
Feel free to come casual, or dress up if you like.

Honoring Our Musicians

On Sunday, January 15, we will have a special
time in worship to pray for and thank God for all of
our wonderful church musicians. Make plans to at-
tend a reception following the 11:00 a.m. service to

honor these folks who give so much to make our
weekly worship more beautiful!

An Invitation to the Pastor’s Book Club:

Reading with Deeper Eyes

We are a small group of women exploring good
literature; we also review our favorite movies! We
usually meet on the last Thursday of the month at
6:30 p.m. until about 8:00 p.m. Recent books we
have read include: Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand,
The Lincoln Lawyer, and Northanger Abbey. When
we next meet January 26, we will be discussing
Northanger Abbey (Jane Austen) and a book by
Charlotte Bronte. Please feel free to come “check us
out” and join us! We are devoted to reading excel-
lent fiction, good stories, and looking for signs of
God in them. Men are welcome too!

Silence in Worship:

Theological Reflection for the Pastor

It's wonderful to socialize when we come to wor-
ship on Sunday. It is one of the things | love about
LHPC: the warm greetings, the genuine relation-
ships and friendships, the deep connections. Having
our coffee in the Narthex creates a wonderful space
for “catching up” with each other. Every Sunday
voices are abuzz in the Narthex up to the time of
worship. Sometimes it's hard to move from lively
social time into worship. Here’'s where silence
comes in.

Silence draws us both inward and upward as we
settle into the sanctuary worship space. Silence
gives us a “breather” from the busyness of social
time and the hectic pace of our week. Silence al-
lows space for God, and space to hear the beautiful
musical offerings prepared by our church musicians.
This is true whether it be the organist, the choir, or
the bell choir, or whether it is a more “rocking” offer-
ing of the praise band.

The first song in Praise on High, and the Prelude
at the traditional service are both musical offerings of
worship. Our musicians work hard to prepare these
to lead in worship. When the music begins, worship
begins, and we place ourselves deliberately into the
presence of the Living God.

Take a breath before you walk through the sanc-
tuary doors. Quiet yourself, and listen. You just
might be surprised what you will hear. . .
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What’s Pastor Phyllis’ Role?

| have already had lots of questions about our
new Parish Associate, the Rev. Phyllis Speck. |
hope this will help clarify her role.

Phyllis’ position here is very part time (one day
per week). She will receive an extremely modest
(and limited) amount of business expense reim-
bursement for her work. She will not receive a sala-
ry or other compensation. Our agreement with Phyl-
lis is that she will work eight hours a week on aver-
age. When you consider she will be here most Sun-
day mornings, the time she will have for pastoral
care duties will probably be about five hours a week.

Her main role is to help support pastoral care at
LHPC. 1 will continue to provide counseling, home
and hospital visits, crisis intervention, and bereave-
ment care for the congregation. Pastor Phyllis and |
will work together to share some of that work when
necessary, and she will be helping empower congre-
gation members to provide pastoral care, too. She
will be the pastor “on call” when | am travelling or not
available. She may preach from time to time, espe-
cially in my absence.

Some have asked about her denominational affil-
iation, which is PC-USA. Our plan of Union indicates
that if there are two permanently installed pastors,
they must represent the two different denominations
of which we are members (PC-USA and Cumber-
land). The Parish Associate position is not a called
pastor. It is neither permanent nor installed, and this
is why we are free to accept Phyllis’ gracious service
at LHPC. It is a similar situation to that which exist-
ed when both Pastors Bob and Robert Shelton were
on staff (both being Cumberland members, one in-
stalled and the other not).

| hope you will introduce yourself to Phyllis and
soon have the opportunity to get to know her! We
are very blessed to have her serving here at LHPC.

Your partner in ministry,

) C L
@/jao/fmf/ Inne

Women’s News
Annual Christmas Party

On Tuesday, December 6, at 7:00 p.m. all
women of the church are invited for an evening of
festive food and fabulous fellowship. Our service
project will benefit the Presbyterian Children’s
Homes and Services. Babysitting will be provided.
Hosted by LHPW’s Women in Faith. Contact Missy
Rodgers for more information, missy@mrodgers.net
or 214-403-3258.

Mark Your Calendar!

It's almost time for the Lake Highlands Presby-
terian Women to hold their annual fundraiser. On
Sunday, December 11, from 8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.
in Fellowship Hall we will offer baked goods, our very
popular casseroles, trinkets and treasures, a book
sale, and a quilt raffle. The drawing for the quilt will
be held December 11 at 12:30 p.m. All proceeds
benefit the mission programs of Lake Highlands
Presbyterian Women.

How can you help? There are several oppor-
tunities to choose from!

1. Donate homemade cakes, cookies, pies, jams,
candies, breads, etc. Please bring your baked
goods to the church on Friday, December 9,
4:00 — 6:00 p.m. or Saturday, December 10,
9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

2. Bring your gently used “gifty” items for the Trin-
kets & Treasures table. Donations are being ac-
cepted anytime up until December 5th and can
be placed in the designated basket outside the
Fellowship Hall.

3. Purchase one (or more) delicious homemade
casseroles: Lasagna or King Ranch—frozen, ful-
ly cooked and ready to eat and serve to family
and friends during the busy holiday season ($10
each).

4. Bring books for the Book Table (including chil-
dren’s books!).

5. Buy raffle tickets ($1.00 each) for a chance to
win a beautiful quilt.

Circle Schedule

All the women of LHPC, including members and
visitors, are welcome to participate in any of the fol-
lowing four Women’s Bible study groups (December
times may be different, so call the Chairman of the
Circle you want to attend):

Circle 1 meets the third Tuesday of each month
at 7:30 p.m. The Bible study is titled: “Confessing
the Beatitudes.” For more information call Jane
Webber at 214-348-3813.

Circle 2 meets the third Tuesday of each month
at 9:30 a.m. The Bible study is titled: “Confessing
the Beatitudes.” For more information call Geri
McCleskey at 972-824-8253 or Collene Ziegenfuss
at 214-348-3513.

Circle of Hope meets the third Wednesday of
each month at 9:45 a.m. at LHPC. The Bible study
is titled: “Show Me Your Ways,” based on the
Psalms and other scriptures. For more information
call Margaret Phillips at 214-368-8053.
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Women _in_Faith meets on the first Monday of
each month at 7:00 p.m. January — April they will
read and discuss The Hole in Our Gospel. For infor-
mation contact Missy Rodgers at
missy@mrodgers.net or 214-403-3258.

Women’s Retreat

Mark your calendars to join us for the Women'’s
Retreat (hosted by the women of First Presbyterian
Church, Garland) to be held February 24-26, 2012.
Contact Missy Rodgers for more information,
missy@mrodgers.net or 214-403-3258.

Young at ¢
December Young at Heart Activity

Please join Young at Heart on Monday, Decem-
ber 5th for the Visiting Nurse Association’s Holi-
day Gift Wrap event. The VNA will provide free re-
freshments to all participants. Every LHPC member,
no matter what age, is invited to this event.

This is your chance to be a missionary in deeds,
putting smiles on the faces of many of the poor and
neglected in our city. Often these presents are the
only Christmas gifts these VNA clients will receive.

On Monday, December 5, we will meet at the
church no later than 1:30 p.m. and then car pool to
the VNA headquarters at 14440 West Mockingbird.
Since we need to know if you are coming, please
call Jan Gifford at 214-348-8595 no later than Thurs-
day, December 1.

January Young at Heart Program

On Friday, January 20, 2012 come to LHPC at
11:00 a.m. for lunch ($5.00) and a real treat. Our
speaker, J.B. Keith, is a professional storyteller and
a good friend of the Giffords.

J.B. Keith was a founding member of the Dallas
Storytelling Guild and the Tejas Storytelling Associa-
tion. He is a Life Member and Past President of
T.S.A. and received the John Henry Faulk Award in
1998 for his contributions to storytelling in the South-
west. He performs in a variety of venues: festivals,
schools, churches, colleges and universities, night
clubs, civic clubs and as a featured speaker at state
and national meetings.

Make your reservation by January 18, 2012. Call
Jan Gifford (214-348-8595) or Jim Cumbie (214-484-
7941).

Thank you!
Dear Presbyterian Family,

Thank you all so much for your prayers, cards,
well wishes and living kindness during this sad time.
You have helped us celebrate Andy’s life here on
earth.

Thank you in Jesus’ name,
Betty Anderson and family

JumpStart! Sunday, January 15, 2012,
12:00—3:00 p.m.

JumpStart! formerly known as The Inquirers
Class, is designed for visitors and new or estab-
lished members who wish to deepen their
knowledge about LHPC.

Relax and enjoy a meal; visit with Pastor Anne
and the staff; find helpful information as you explore
the life of our church and the history of Presbyterian-
ism; meet new friends and feel the richness of fel-
lowship within this faith community at LHPC.

All family members are welcome and encour-
aged to attend. Complimentary childcare can be ar-
ranged in advance with your reservation. Please
RSVP to the church office at 214-348-2133.

For more information contact Sarah Crowder,
Director of Outreach and Family Ministry:
sarah@lhpres.org, 214-348-2133.

Vision/Planning Task Force Update

The second phase of LHPC’s Vision/Planning
Process is successfully underway. Thank you to the
almost 60 individuals who have volunteered to serve
on the Task Forces, providing us a broad, diverse
base of knowledge and input as we move forward.
Both the Communications and the Community Out-
reach / Evangelism Task Forces have each met and
are beginning to develop their goals for this year.

The Communications Task Force agreed upon a
Strategic Statement to guide its efforts over the next
year: The LHPC Communications Task Force will
evaluate and revise, as necessary, communication
strategies for 1) drawing new members to LHPC and
2) creating a sense of connection and knowledge
about the church among current members.

The Community Outreach / Evangelism Task
Force has started this phase by working to define
LHPC’s Community and what Outreach and Evange-
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lism mean in terms of establishing goals for this
year.

The Leadership Development, Congregational
Participation, and Debt / Financial Resources / Stew-
ardship Task Forces are finalizing the identification
of individuals working with them on their Task Forces
and will be scheduling their meetings in the near fu-
ture. The Space Task Force will begin meeting after
the first of the year.

Since all Task Forces are dynamic groups, any-
one can always join any of the groups at any time,
as your schedule permits. If you have ever had an
idea, a concern, or question regarding any of these
areas identified above, this is your time to be heard
and contribute. If you would like more information
on any Task Force, please contact Ginger Williams
at 214.923.2230 (vgwmarketing@sbcglobal.net), or
contact any of the staff at church.

Session Update

LHPC’s Session met on Monday, November 21
at 7:00 p.m. to conduct the following business of the
church:

A. Received and approved the following items by
consent:
1. November meeting docket

2. October Minutes (Session and Congregation-
al Meeting)

3. New Curriculum Request for Spring semester
for Crosswave

4. Trustees’ Terms of Office

5. Worship Report
- Communion Dates for 2012
- Session Communion

6. Leadership Recommendations for 2012
Committee Chairs

7. Grace Presbytery Report

8. Other reports with no action items

(Personnel, CDC, Worship)

B. Leadership Discussion moderated by Ledainne
Henley on “The Role of the Elder”

C. Set April 27/28 as the preliminary date for the
church leadership retreat in 2012

D. Participated in a time of worship, prayer and Bible
study

E. Discussed need to review LHPC’s leadership

structure in upcoming months and the current vacan-
cies in leadership: Christian Education, Fellowship
and Clerk of the Session

F. Reviewed December calendar for publication

G. Approved cancellation of Sunday school classes
for children and youth on December 25 and on Janu-
ary 1; decisions on classes for adults will be left to
individual Sunday school class leaders to determine
for these dates

Respectfully submitted,
Cinda Koch

December/January Crosswave Calendar
December 4th, 5:00—7:00 p.m.—
Hanging of the Greens
December 11th, 5:02—7:02 p.m.—
Crosswave
December 18th, 5:02—7:02 p.m.—
Ugly Sweater Party @ the Turner’s
December 25th—
Merry Christmas! No Crosswave
January 1st—
Happy New Year! No Crosswave
January 8th, 5:02—7:02 p.m.—
Crosswave
January 15th, 5:02—7:02 p.m.—
Crosswave
January 22th, 5:02—7:02 p.m.—
Crosswave
January 27th, - 29th—
Senior High Youth Connection
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LAKE HIGHLANDS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Making disciples by reaching out, loving,
caring, and inspiring spiritual and personal growth.

LHPC Staff

Pastor — Dr. Anne M. Cameron

Parish Associate— The Rev. Phyllis Danhof Speck

Director of Worship and Music Ministry — Peyton Strouth

Associate Director of Worship and Music, Praise on High — Patti Smith
Director of Outreach and Family Ministry — Sarah Crowder

Organist — Edwin Walker

Property Manager — Ladell Ritchey
Treasurer — Bob Palmer

Administrative Assistant — Lynetta Littleton

Director of Faith Development — Ledainne Henley
Member Ministries Coordinator — Missy Rodgers
Child Development Center Director — Ashley Beakey
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